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Energy generation and
storage potential In

North West Tasmania can play a key role in delivering low-cost, reliable and clean
energy to Tasmania and other parts of the National Electricity Market. Electricity
generation, storage and transmission developments will also benefit the region
through construction, operation and maintenance activities, stimulating significant
job growth and broader economic growth.

The electricity transmission network in North West Tasmania is expected to undergo significant
changes over the coming years to support the region’s role in Australia’s transition to a low emissions
future. As part of this transition, the Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) has developed a
blueprint to manage the evolution of Australia’'s power system. This blueprint is called the Integrated
System Plan (ISP).

North West Tasmania has been identified as a high priority renewable energy zone in AEMO's
2020 ISP. This is because North West Tasmania has excellent potential for developing renewable
generation, storage and dispatchable ‘'on demand’ energy projects, including:

* new large-scale wind generation in the order of 2,000 megawatts (MW)

- latent/existing excess hydro power of up to 750 MW

* new pumped hydro energy storage developments of at least 750 MW, and

* renewable hydrogen projects.

The region also hosts the expected connection point for Marinus Link, the proposed 1500 MW
capacity undersea and underground electricity transmission interconnector that will link North West
Tasmania to the Latrobe Valley in Gippsland, Victoria. The extra capacity provided by Marinus Link

is critical to unlocking the large-scale wind, existing hydro capacity and new pumped hydro energy
storage resources planned for development in North West Tasmania.

Marinus Link enables a two-way flow of energy, meaning it will both import and export, reducing risk
and increasing benefits.



To support continued supply of low-cost, reliable and clean
energy to Tasmania and the National Electricity Market, North
West Tasmania’s electricity transmission network requires
additional development.

The work TasNetworks has done to date shows that Marinus Link
and the supporting transmission developments in North West
Tasmania stack up. The benefits to customers and local economies
will outweigh the costs.

Did you know?

A megawatt (MW) is approximately equivalent to the energy
needed, at a point in time, for powering 1,000 homes.

This means that Marinus Link will have the capacity to
transport low cost, reliable and clean power for approximately
1.5 million homes.

Energy
generation
and storage
potential in
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What is Marinus Link?

Marinus Link is a proposed 1500 megawatt (MW) energy storage, supporting affordable, reliable and
capacity undersea and underground electricity clean energy in Victoria, Tasmania and beyond.

S S RESrMITIL M ERENS CEMMECHEn BEnEen The Australian Government has provided funding

Victoria and Tasmania to increase two-way support to progress Marinus Link and the

CEe EEnEmee HnrelEnelt tie Neternsl! Emere supporting North West Transmission Developments.

Market, as Australia continues its transition to TasNetworks is progressing the design and

cleaner energy. Marinus Link will also incorporate approval phase of the North West Transmission
significant optical fibre capacity, strengthening data

o T ‘ Developments, and is working with communities,
connectivity between Victoria and Tasmania.

businesses and authorities to deliver a successful
By increasing energy exchange between Tasmania project, with long lasting relationships and

and Victoria, Marinus Link will unlock renewable ongoing regional benefits.

energy generation opportunities and cost-effective

TasNetworks Annual Planning Report 2020
https://www.tasnetworks.com.au/config/getattachment/4a3679b2-d65a-4c8e-b2f6-34920dbb2045/
tasnetworks-annual-planning-report-2020.pdf

Australian Energy Market Operator 2020 Integrated Service Plan
https://aemo.com.au/energy-systems/major-publications/integrated-system-plan-isp/2020-integrated-
system-plan-isp

Project Marinus Initial Feasibility Report
https://www.marinuslink.com.au/initial-feasibility-report

Project Marinus Business Case Assessment Report
https://www.marinuslink.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/project-marinus-business-case-assessment-

report.pdf

Project Marinus Project Assessment Draft Report
https://www.marinuslink.com.au/padr

Marinus Link Regulatory Investment Test for Transmission - Supplementary Analysis Report
https://www.marinuslink.com.au/rit-t-process/
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TasNetworks role as

network planner

TasNetworks is the electricity network planner

for Tasmania. We develop plans to outline how

the transmission network will be developed to
connect new generation and storage and meet
customers’ energy needs. This includes the network
requirements to efficiently unlock Tasmania's
renewable energy zones identified by the Australian
Energy Market Operator’s Integrated System Plan.
We aim to work with all parties interested in the
future development of the transmission network

in Tasmania.

The existing transmission system in North West
Tasmania does not have sufficient capacity to
support the proposed generation, storage and
interconnector developments. As a result, changes
to the existing transmission network and new
transmission routes will be required in the region
to increase network capacity and ensure the power
system can accommodate the future renewable
energy developments proposed for the region,
including Marinus Link.

Strategic Planning

TasNetworks has undertaken strategic planning for
the North West Tasmania transmission network,
including assessing planned developments required
to support the energy market in the long term.

As part of progressing plans, TasNetworks is now
assessing and designing the transmission upgrades
and potential new transmission developments

that may be required. This strategic planning aims
to minimise adverse impacts on landowners,
community, the environment and areas of cultural

significance by using existing transmission routes
where viable and cost-efficient. However, our
assessment indicates that to support efficient
development of renewable energy zones in
Tasmania, some new transmission corridors

will be needed.

TasNetworks has also undertaken a business case
assessment and feasibility study for Marinus Link
and the North West Transmission Developments.
Our analysis shows that the project is commercially
viable and technically feasible, will provide
substantially greater benefits than costs for
customers, and should proceed to being ‘'shovel
ready’ by 2023-24.

TasNetworks will continue to refine

plans for the North West Transmission
Developments as Marinus Link and new
renewable generation and pumped hydro
energy storage developments progress.
We will continue to consult with the
community, landowners, businesses and
stakeholders throughout this process.
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Proposed North
West Transmission
Developments

Proposed transmission developments for North West Tasmania include upgrades to existing
transmission lines and development of new transmission corridors and infrastructure.

The proposed North West Transmission Developments will include upgrades to existing
transmission lines, new transmission lines and new electrical substations.
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Transmission developments
are being planned in the
following areas:

1. Palmerston to Sheffield
(existing plus widened easement)

2. Sheffield to Stowport area
(existing easement)

3. Stowport area to Heybridge Converter Station
(new easement)

4. Stowport area to Burnie
(existing easement)

5. Burnie to East Cam area
(existing easement)

6. East Cam area to Highclere area
(existing plus widened easement)

7. Highclere area to Hampshire Hills
(new easement)

8. Staverton to Hampshire Hills
(new easement), and

9. Staverton to Sheffield
(existing easement)

TasNetworks' strategic planning recommends
strengthening the transmission network in North
West Tasmania by creating a 220 kilovolt (kV)
‘rectangle’ that connects new and upgraded
transmission substations and switching stations
at Sheffield, Staverton, Hampshire Hills and in the
Burnie area. The existing transmission corridor
between Sheffield and Palmerston will also be
strengthened, with a new transmission line and
upgrades to substations at either end.

This 220 kV ‘rectangle’, and strengthening to
Palmerston, aims to provide significant system
benefits. These benefits include:

e transmission route diversity and redundancy
« reduced transmission losses

» maximising power transfer capability, and

» system resilience

TasNetworks’ strategic planning indicates that
the proposed developments will allow Tasmania’s
power system to remain strong and stable

while passing more energy efficiently through
the network.

The majority of the proposed new and upgraded
transmission lines follow existing transmission
line corridors.

When could these
developments
take place?

The timing and staging of the proposed North West
Transmission Developments is influenced by the
progress of new renewable energy generation and
storage projects, as well as Marinus Link.

TasNetworks’ analysis indicates the transmission
developments in North West Tasmania required
to support Marinus Link could be in service from
the late 2020s with construction commencing
approximately two years earlier.

The Staverton to Hampshire Hills transmission
development is planned to commence earlier
than this in order to connect proposed renewable
energy projects.

The North West Transmission Developments and
Marinus Link will only progress to construction
once the necessary approvals are in place,
together with appropriate funding, ownership

and pricing arrangements. These developments
will follow land-use planning and environment
approvals processes at local Council, Tasmanian
Government and Australian Government levels, and
are subject to a rigorous and regulated economic
cost-benefit analysis.
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What's the process from here?

The land use planning and environmental and social impact assessment and approvals
process for Marinus Link and the North West Transmission Developments commenced in late
2019 and involves extensive community consultation.

Assessments, surveys and investigations are also being undertaken to help determine the
design of the remaining sections of the proposed developments.

The first transmission corridor TasNetworks is progressing for approvals is the Staverton
to Hampshire Hills route. This is a new transmission corridor with engagement having
commenced in 2019 for this route.

In 2020 TasNetworks commenced engagement on the Palmerston to Sheffield, and Sheffield
to Stowport corridors.

In May 2021, engagement commenced on all remaining corridors. TasNetworks’ experienced
landowner relations advisors will contact all affected landowners along the proposed

routes directly to discuss the potential impact of the developments on their property. Some
landowners may be contacted ahead of their neighbours, with a view to access certain
properties for targeted field surveys.

Community engagement will continue from June 2021 - see the website for detail of
information sessions.

10 Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021
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Route Selection

Where practicable, TasNetworks
has followed existing corridors
and easements to reduce
impacts on land use and

native vegetation. Where this
was not feasible, due to the
need for additional network
capacity, terrain or other
constraints, alternative routes
were chosen to minimise the
impact on communities and the
environment, cultural heritage
and land use.

A detailed route selection
process has been used to
determine the preferred routes.
The process considered the
technical requirements for

the project, as well as key
environmental and social
factors, to find feasible routes
that minimise impacts and
deliver cost effective and strong
performing network outcomes.

SR S S S A A A i i e

What connection is required?
(start and end points)

What is proposed to be built?
(technical specification)

What values exist in the area of interest?
(physical, biological and socioeconomic environments)

How do the existing values inform route selection?
(map constraints and identify opportunities)

Identify prudent and feasible corridors
(informed by strategic constraints)

Identify prudent and feasible routes
(informed by tactical constraints and route selection criteria)

Evaluate prudent and feasible routes
(evaluate options against route selection criteria)

Proposed route
(least constrained route)

Landowner and community engagement activities

Field investigations and impact assessment

Incorporate consideration of information from
landowner and community engagement, field
investigations and impact assessment to achieve preferred route

Submission of environment, planning and heritage
applications for approval

1
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Route Selection
Process

The routes and site selection process starts by
finding feasible options, which are investigated
and analysed against technical parameters and
environmental and social criteria to find the
preferred routes. This aims to ensure that the most
efficient route with the least impacts is selected.
These parameters and criteria include:

» proximity to houses and communities

e visual impacts

« cost for construction

» ease of access

» steep terrain and slope stability

» system requirements, including safety
and maintenance

» land uses

« planning zones and overlays

« significant agricultural land

» native vegetation

» threatened plants and animals

e cultural heritage values

« potential for contaminated land disturbance

« areas of local and state significance.

What values exist Iin
the areas of int

Physical, biological, socioeconomic, environmental
and landscape and scenic values identified in the
areas potentially affected by easement widening,
new corridors or upgrades to the transmission
lines include:

« mountain ranges and undulating plateaus
dissected by incised rivers and creeks

» high quality agricultural land and land used for
plantation forestry, irrigation and other practices

e tracts and patches of native vegetation including
threatened vegetation communities, flora and
fauna species and their habitat

¢ small rural communities and major towns with
communities deriving their livelihoods mainly
from agriculture, forestry and tourism

» coastal development is expanding inland
and rural residential subdivisions and
small landholdings

» Aboriginal heritage sites and historic cultural
heritage places, and

e scenic road corridors and scenic management
areas identified in local planning schemes.

How do the existing
values inform re
selection?

The existing physical, biological and socioeconomic
values constrain route options but also provide
opportunities, particularly those created by

existing linear infrastructure and existing electricity
transmission easements.

Existing infrastructure corridors are considered first
when planning new transmission developments.
Where there is an existing corridor in the geographic
area requiring transmission development, and
where the values and uses are compatible, these
present as prudent and feasible options.

Existing transmission easement corridors provide
significant opportunities for re-use or widening
of existing easements to accommodate the new
proposed transmission lines.
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Proposed North
West Transmission
Developments

The following provides a summary of the planned
upgrades and new transmission corridors for
each component of the Proposed North West
Transmission Developments.

1. Palmerston to Sheffield

Height (m)
60 - Facing NW

50 |
40 -|
30 |

44 m

20 - (average)

10 -

20m
Easement

Existing New Widen
220 kV 220 kV Easement o ook
Single Circuit Double Circuit
Flat Spacer Overhead
Transmission Line

Between Palmerston and Sheffield a new double circuit 220 kV transmission line is proposed
to be constructed adjacent to the existing single circuit 220 kV transmission line on the
northeast side. This would require widening the existing easement by approximately

20 metres.

The new line is approximately 80 kilometres long and involves approximately 180 new towers.

Engagement commenced on this route in mid-2020, and continues with landowners and
the community.

Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021
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2. Sheffield to Stowport area

Height (m)
60 Facing NW

50
40

30 |
44m
(average) |

20 -

10

220 kv
40m TOBE REIMOVED 50 m (varies) . 40m
t

New isti
220 kv sy
Double Circuit
Overhead
Transmission Line

Double Circuit

A new 220 kV double circuit transmission line is proposed to be built within the existing
easement to replace the existing 220 kV single circuit line.

The proposed development would not require the easement to be widened where it follows
the existing easement between Sheffield and Burnie.

The new line is approximately 44 kilometres long and involves approximately 77 new towers.

14 Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021
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3. Stowport area to the Heybridge
Converter Station

Height (m)
60 ] Facing NNE
50
40
30 44m
(average)
20
10 -
30 30 30
} m } m } m } Easement
New 220 kV New 220 kV
Double Double
Circuit Steel Circuit Steel
ower Tower

‘ New Easement (90 m) ‘ |

From Minna Road, Stowport to the Heybridge Converter (and Switching) Station a new
easement will be required for this 3.2 kilometre section of corridor to link the transmission
network with the Heybridge Converter Station to connect Marinus Link.

Two new 220 kV double circuit transmission lines are proposed to be built in a 90 metre
wide easement.

These lines will carry loads to and from Sheffield and the Converter Station, and to and from
Burnie and the Converter Station.

It is anticipated this 3.2 kilometre section will involve approximately 18 towers, 9 towers for
each double circuit transmission line.

Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021 15
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4. Stowport area to Burnie

Height (m) ‘ HARINUS
60 FacingW - | r—
l‘l'\-. i
e #*
50

40

44m
(average)

TO BEZIZI%V!:\%VED
| 40m I 50 m (varies) | 40m |
[ | i |
Existing
New 220 kV Existing
Cireuit Steel Double Circuit
Tower

From Minna Road, Stowport to Burnie the existing single circuit flat spacer transmission
infrastructure will be replaced with a new double circuit 220 kV transmission line.

This section is approximately 5 kilometres in length and will involve around 14 new
towers in total.

16 Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021
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5. Burnie to East Cam area

Height (m)

60 ) Facing NW
50
40 -

07 44m
(average)

20

10

| 20m

30m | 40m | e

Widen
Easement
New 220 kV 110 kV Double
Double Circuit - Existing
Circuit Steel
Tower

Between Burnie and East Cam, a new transmission line will be constructed next
to the existing one, on the southern side, which will require the easement to be
widened by 20 metres.

This new transmission line will connect the Burnie Substation to a new transmission
line at East Cam. The new connection at East Cam allows for a future switching station
for future connections.

This line is approximately 4.6 kilometres in length and will involve around 13 new towers.

Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021 17
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6. East Cam area to Highclere area

Height (m)

60 7 Facing NE
50 +
40 |
30
44 m

20 | (average)

10

30 30 30
} n } m } n } Easement

New 220 kV
Double
Circuit Steel
Tower

I New Easement (90 m) |

Between East Cam and Highclere a new double circuit 220 kV transmission line

will be required in a new 90 metre wide easement. Only one transmission line will be
constructed initially, but there is provision for a second transmission line to cater

for future customer needs.

The route was chosen because it reduces impacts on environmentally significant vegetation
and reduces the route’s exposure to historic landslides and landslip-prone land. Land-use
along this route predominately comprises plantations, native vegetation forestry and

some private land.

This line is approximately 15.2 kilometres in length and will involve around 28 towers.

18 Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021
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7. Highclere area to Hampshire Hills

Height (m)
60 - Facing NE

50
40 -
30
44 m

20 | (average)

10

I 30m | 30m | 30m | 25m |

New 220 kV Existing 110 kV
Double Single Circuit
Circuit Steel
Tower
| Widen Easement (65 m) |

Between Highclere and Hampshire Hills a new double circuit 220 kV transmission line is
proposed. Only one transmission line will be constructed initially, but there is provision for
a second transmission line if required.

The route was chosen because it reduces impacts on environmentally significant vegetation
and reduces the route’s exposure to historic landslides and landslip-prone land. Land use
along this route predominately comprises of plantations, native vegetation forestry and some
private land.

The first new transmission line will be built next to the existing 110 kV steel pole transmission
line. The easement in this section will be widened initially by 35 metres and ultimately by
65 metres to accommodate the second new transmission line, if required.

This line is approximately 9.3 kilometres in length and will involve around 20 towers.

Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021 19
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8. Staverton to Hampshire Hills

Height (m) | MARIMUS

60 Facing NW . R
50
40 -

30
44 m
(average)

20

10

Easement (7
[ [ I | L !
New 220 kv =i
Double L
Circuit Steel Y -
ower ] )I
| New Easement (90 m) ‘ L e

Between Staverton and Hampshire Hills a new double circuit 220 kV transmission
line is proposed to be built within a predominantly new 90 metre wide easement.

Near Staverton, the new transmission line is proposed to be constructed along existing
easements, which require widening.

Near Hampshire Hills, the new transmission line is proposed along the existing easements,
which require widening.

Several route options were considered for this new transmission line — north through

Gunns Plains, through the River Leven valley and south through the Vale of Belvoir. The upper
River Leven valley between Loongana Range, and the rugged Black Bluff Range and Fossey
Mountains is the most favourable route.

West of Loongana, routes east and west of St Valentines Peak were investigated. Old Park
Regional Reserve and extensive granite formations near Mt Housetop were reasons a
western route through Rabbit Plain and Peak Plain was favoured over the eastern route.

The selected route crosses native forest, plantations and a small number of
private landholdings.

This new line is approximately 60 kilometres in length and will involve around 124 towers.

Engagement commenced on this route in mid-2019, and continues with landowners and
the community.

20 Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021



9. Staverton to Sheffield

Height (m)
60 Facing NE

50 |  *existing easment to remain unchanged.
towers and conductors may undergo modifications

40|

| 30m | 30m | 30m | 30m | e "
[ [ | [ |
Existing Existing Existing
220 kV 220 kV 220 kV
Double Circuit Double Circuit Double Circuit

Transmission

Developments

This component of the Proposed North West Transmission Developments consists of
upgrading 18.6 kilometres of existing transmission lines to carry more electricity. This might

include re-stringing the transmission lines with new conductors, increasing tower heights,

modifying insulator strings, civil works and upgrading equipment in the Sheffield Substation.

A new switching station will be built at Staverton under the existing transmission lines.

It is anticipated that no new transmission lines will need to be constructed and easements

will stay the same size.

Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021 21



Engagement

22

Engagement

How are we engaging with
landowners and community?

We have commenced engagement activities with
landowners and the local community ahead of
undertaking a range of field investigations.

This work forms part of the critical early works
required to progress the proposed North
West Transmission Developments, which

are needed to support Marinus Link and the
implementation of TasNetworks' strategic plan
for North West Tasmania.

We are committed to engaging with landowners
throughout the project to understand and address
their needs and concerns wherever possible.

Landowner and community input will also be
necessary to help to inform final design and
construction considerations to reduce impacts.

Our discussions will be ongoing and there will

be several opportunities for the community to
comment during the environmental, land use
planning and cultural heritage approvals processes.
These will include formal opportunities required by
the approvals processes and informal opportunities
through planned engagement activities or in
conversation with us.

Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021
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Engagement process

Land agents for TasNetworks and landowners meet on
proposed route in person where possible to discuss
proposed developments, process and compensation

Landowners provide feedback

O On-going communications and landowners
encouraged to ask questions throughout process

Landowners indicate preferred arrangements for
oO— TasNetworks to access properties and any other
considerations for conducting surveys

Access to landowners’ properties to conduct surveys
including ecology and cultural heritage on
existing and any proposed new easements

Landowner and community engagement continues

Cor_nmonwealth-level environmental and cultural
heritage assessment processes commence

Dec 2021 -

Feb 2022 Additional seasonal surveys as required

Late 2022 - State-level environmental, land use planning and
Early 2023 cultural heritage assessment processes commence
y including community comment opportunities

Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021
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Cultural Heritage

TasNetworks is committed to working with the
Tasmanian Aboriginal community.

24 Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021



Protecting Aboriginal heritag

As part of the route selection process for the North
West Transmission Developments, TasNetworks is
engaging with representatives of the Tasmanian
Aboriginal community of the country the route
runs through and seeking their advice on the
proposed routes.

TasNetworks recognises that Aboriginal cultural
heritage sites and artefacts exist on and near the
proposed routes. In particular, routes along coastal

and near-shore areas, and near inland watercourses,

are likely to indicate evidence of past Aboriginal
occupation and associated story lines.

Aboriginal Heritage Officers will conduct field
surveys and investigations along proposed project
routes. Aboriginal people from the local area will be
invited to visit the sites of interest.

The aim of the cultural heritage field surveys is to
identify Aboriginal and historic cultural heritage

sites and areas of potential archaeological sensitivity
that may be present. These surveys will contribute
to an overall assessment of the Aboriginal and
archaeological values and sensitivity of the area.
There may be potential to mitigate impact of the
proposed developments.

Working together
as the project
progresses

TasNetworks will continue to engage and build
meaningful relationships with Tasmanian Aboriginal
people and the Traditional Owners in Victoria as
Marinus Link and the North West Transmission
Developments progress.

Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021 25
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Environmental
Management

TasNetworks manages 12,000 hectares of existing easements with a range of vegetation
management practices and controls in place. Along with our transmission network
predecessors, we have a long history of owning, operating and maintaining 220 kV
transmission corridors, substations and switching stations in Tasmania.

These following pages provide information about how we manage our environmental impact,
including the processes we have in place to:

» prevent the spread of weeds and disease

» prevent water pollution caused by our activities and ensure watercourses
are protected, and

» ensure effective vegetation management to manage fire risk.

26 Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021
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Protecting the
environment and
minimising impact

TasNetworks assesses our impacts
and takes measures to reduce the
environmental risks of our work.

We work towards continually improving our
environmental performance by:

» ensuring our people and those working on our
behalf are aware of and understand the required
environmental standards and procedures

» taking action to identify and prevent
environmental incidents or problems
from occurring

» thoroughly investigating any
environmental incidents

» providing and implementing solutions

to environmental problems, where
appropriate, and

» reporting on environmental problems and
incidents as soon as they occur.

We are also integrating sustainability principles
into our activities by using resources efficiently,
minimising waste and reducing negative physical
impacts on the environment.

Ecological and cultural field surveys, investigations
and assessments are an important part of planning
for the North West Transmission Developments.

Assessing environmental and cultural factors
early in the planning and investigative stages
of the project will assist in the reduction and
mitigation of risks.

Seasonal surveys are required for ecological surveys
and typically extend over a year or more to ensure
flora and fauna seasonal patterns are captured.

Other factors considered in the planning and
investigative stages include:

» potential impacts to threatened flora
and fauna species

*  mapping of sensitive ecological areas, e.g.
old growth native forest and eagle nests, and

» assessment of social and cultural values
including land uses, food and fibre growing
areas, tourism sites, Aboriginal artefacts and
visual amenity.

Proposed North West Transmission Developments Community and Stakeholder Information Pack — November 2021 27
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Weeds and disease

TasNetworks takes practical steps to prevent the
spread of weeds and disease.

We have processes in place that seek to ensure our
activities do not contribute to the spread of weeds
and / or disease. This includes:

« Ensuring our people are familiar with Tasmania’s
declared weeds and biosecurity risks

» Having processes in place to undertake and
complete work without spreading weeds or
biosecurity risks. This includes:

» undertaking environmental risk assessment
for all of our field activities, including the
identification of weeds and biosecurity risks
within the area of work

» control measures to prevent the spread of
identified weeds and biosecurity risks

» closely monitoring and managing working
from ‘clean’ areas to ‘weed infested’ areas if
weed infested areas cannot be avoided, and

» checking vehicles, plant and equipment
are clean and free of plant material and
mud before entering properties and native
vegetation, where practical.

We also undertake strategic weed management
operations in partnership with key land managers
and stakeholders, and are a signatory to the Charter
for Working on Private Farm Land, developed by the
Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers Association, Aurora
Energy, TasNetworks, TasWater and Tasmanian
Irrigation. The charter makes sure that each

person understands their rights and responsibilities
when these organisations and businesses are
required to access and work on private farms,

and is administered by the Department of Primary
Industries, Parks, Water and Environment.

Pests, diseases and weeds are a threat to rural
industries and natural environments. They can
be spread through the movement of people,
machinery and vehicles.

As part of meeting our obligations under the
Biosecurity Act 2019 - General Biosecurity Duty,
introduced in March 2021, we acknowledge

that we have a responsibility to protect rural
properties and natural places by maintaining good
biosecurity practices.

In particular, we recognise that effective
management of biosecurity risks is a high priority
for rural landowners. We are committed to working
together with you to identify potential risks, and
develop and implement appropriate biosecurity
practices throughout the life of the Project.

Local knowledge is essential for effective

weed management and we encourage you to
provide input wherever possible. We also work
cooperatively with government agencies in our
shared responsibility to establish management
requirements appropriate to the level of risk.

We are committed to working with you regarding
biosecurity management and engaging in proactive
and open discussions on biosecurity requirements
before entering your property to safeguard

the environment.
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Management

Water

Causing water pollution is an offence under the Environmental Management and Pollution
Control Act 1994 (Tas) and it relates to any matter other than clean rainwater entering or with
the potential to enter a waterway or stormwater system.

To prevent water pollution from our activities, we implement the following measures:

e ensuring our people are familiar with erosion and sediment control, removal of waste
water from work sites and working around watercourses and river systems

« providing training, regulatory manuals, health and safety oversight, mapping and in-depth
knowledge around river class systems for our people, and

« carefully managing the application of herbicides and pesticides for weed management due
to the impact on the water cycle.

Fire

Wildfire caused by transmission lines is extremely rare. Our assets are protected from lightning
strikes and have mechanisms and certain design features that eliminate electrical ‘arcing'’.

Our asset design and maintenance program places emphasis on appropriate clearance
of vegetation from transmission network assets through the creation and maintenance of
easements, in combination with effective vegetation management.

Reduced vegetation within transmission easements also means that
easements can serve as a natural firebreak, which has been evident in recent
wildfire events in Tasmania.
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Find out
more

How can | find
out more?

Engagement has commenced on the Proposed
North West Transmission Developments. We will be
meeting with landowners, Councils, the community
and other key stakeholders over the coming months
to discuss the developments.

We are committed to communicating on the
Proposed North West Transmission Developments
in a transparent, respectful, and timely manner, in
addition to working with the community to realise
the benefits these proposed developments can
deliver for the north west of Tasmania.

V2 4

TasNetworks

Delivering your power

You can contact us with any questions about
the proposed developments to the North West
Tasmanian transmission network via our project
email and phone line.

visit; tasnetworks.com.au
email: NWTD@tasnetworks.com.au
call: 1300 127 777
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Delivering your power



