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North West Transmission Developments: panel appointed to shape
community benefits

TasNetworks has selected a new independent community assessment panel for its
Bright Futures Fund, ready for applications to open later this month.

The $10 million Bright Futures Fund is focused on creating a positive, lasting legacy
for areas surrounding the North West Transmission Developments (NWTD).

The assessment panel brings together a diverse group of representatives from the
region, who will play a key role in ensuring local perspectives are front and centre.

TasNetworks’ NWTD Project Director, Richie Sheather, congratulated the panel on
being appointed following a public recruitment process.

"We are pleased to welcome such a strong mix of skills and perspectives to support
the rollout of the Bright Futures Fund and the assessment of applications,” Mr
Sheather said.

“The panel's diverse composition represents local voices and includes different ages,
cultural backgrounds and life experiences, which is critical in assessing applications.

“Their role will be to ensure funding decisions are informed by local priorities and
perspectives that deliver real, lasting benefits for communities across north and
north-west Tasmania.”

Burnie local Alexander McKenzie was appointed Chair in February, who has
extensive community and governance experience. He has been joined by panel
members Amber Bramich, James Spring, Jane Hall, Karen Oborn, Lily Nutting and
Sylvia Marris.

Applications for the first round of funding open on 19 June 2026. Two funding
rounds will be delivered each year during construction between 2026 and 2029, or
until allocated funding is exhausted.



To be eligible, projects must benefit communities within the Burnie, Central Coast,
Kentish, Meander Valley and Northern Midlands local government areas.

The Bright Futures Fund will be officially launched in Burnie on 19 June 2026, with
other local community events to follow. Community members are invited to attend
a launch nearest them.

Events will be held on Friday 19 June from 10am-12pm in Burnie (24 Wiseman St,
Shorewell Park), followed by 2pm-4pm in Ulverstone (Apex Park, 41 Reibey St); on
Saturday 20 June from 10am-12pm in Sheffield (Main Street, adjacent to the Post
Office) and 2pm-4pm in Deloraine (The Pocket Park, 35 Emu Bay Road); and on
Sunday 21 June from 10am-12pm in Longford (public park near 4 Archer St).

Find out more and event details at: www.tasnetworks.com.au/brightfuturesfund
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