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Powering a
Bright Future

Connectivity on West Coast given a boost

High-capacity infrastructure through fibre upgrades will enable improved phone and
internet connectivity for West Coast businesses and residents.

The technology is now in place for the West Coast communities of Zeehan and Tullah,
following the successful delivery of two Regional Connectivity Program (RCP) fibre projects
led by 42-24 in partnership with TasNetworks.

Funded predominantly through the Australian Government’s Regional Connectivity
Program, with co-contributions from Hydro Tasmania and 42-24, the projects have
delivered new optical fibre backhaul extensions linking Tullah and Zeehan to Tasmania’s
existing fibre network. The new connections will significantly improve digital reliability,
resilience and capacity for local businesses, service providers and residents.

An 11km overhead fibre extension now connects Tullah, while a 29km extension from
Rosebery has strengthened connectivity to Zeehan. The fibre works were delivered by
TasNetworks field staff on existing network assets, and the projects also included new
telecommunications infrastructure and upgrades to active equipment to support high-
capacity services. The management of the projects as well as implementation of these
telecommunications network augmentations were conducted by TasNetworks' internal
telecommunications team.

42-24 Leader Robert Daley said the projects demonstrated the value of collaboration
between government, industry and regional partners.

“These fibre upgrades help address the digital divide in remote communities while creating
infrastructure that is open to all service providers seeking to improve services for their
customers,” Mr Daley said.

“They also strengthen West Coast connectivity into the future.”

The projects were delivered in close collaboration with the Australian Government, the
Tasmanian Government, West Coast Council and Hydro Tasmania. Innovative approaches,
including the use of drone technology, were employed by TasNetworks line workers to great
effect to improve safety and efficiency during construction in challenging terrain and
weather conditions.

Beyond infrastructure delivery, the projects enhanced local workforce capability and
reinforced TasNetworks' and 42-24's shared commitment to investing in Tasmania’s regional
communities.
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